
AMATEUR FILM ARCHEOLOGY
AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE THEORY, PRACTICE AND USE OF AMATEUR FILMS

Over the last fifteen years there has been an increasing in-
terest in non-theatrical cinematic forms, especially in the 
field of amateur film. Adapted collection policies of archives 
and the development of new forms of access have changed 
the notion of the amateur film, while video platforms such 
as YouTube or Vimeo have strengthened the awareness and 
popularity of amateur filmmaking practice. At the same time 
individual and artistic initiatives have added to the standing 
and significance of such filmic forms.

Based on the results of a two-year research project at the Ludwig Boltzmann 
Institute for History and Society »Amateur Film Archeology« digs into the hete-
rogeneous grounds of the different practices, uses, genres and theories of home-
made cinema. Bringing together leading European researchers in the field of 
amateur film, this conference will open for debates and an exchange of recent 
research activities. 
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9.30 – 10.15 a.m. 
Amateur Film Archeology: Opening and Introduction, 
Vrääth Öhner (Theatre, Film and Media Studies, University of 
Vienna) / Ingo Zechner (Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for History 
and Society, Austrian Film Museum, Vienna) / Karin Fest / 
Carina Lesky (LBI for History and Society, Vienna) 

10.15 – 11.00 a.m. (Theories and Discussions)
Inventing the ‚Real‘ Film Amateur. Some Remarks on the 
Archeology of a Discourse, Martina Roepke (Digital Visual 
Culture, VU University Amsterdam)

11.00 – 11.30 a.m. 
Coffee Break

11.30 – 12.15 a.m. (Theories and Discussions)
»Amateurfilm-Werden« – The Hybridity of the Amateur 
Film and Foucault‘s Archeological Practice, Sabine Nessel 
(Theatre, Film Studies, Freie Universität Berlin)

12.15 – 1.00 p.m. (Theories and Discussions)
Doing Amateur Film Archeology in the Age of Digital Ar-
chives, Susan Aasman (History and Arts, Culture and Media, 
University of Groningen)

1.00 – 2.30 p.m.
Lunch Break

2.30 – 3.15 p.m. (Production and Dissemination)
Two Approaches to Amateur Filmmaking: Comparing Lone 
Workers and Cine Clubs, Ryan Shand (Theatre, Film and Tele-
vision Studies, University of Glasgow)

3.15 – 4.00 p.m. (Production and Dissemination)
Everyday Life and Other Stories: the Visual Practices of 
Britain’s Amateur Women Filmmakers – Some Preliminary 
Findings, Heather Norris Nicholson (Centre for Visual and Oral 
History Research, University of Huddersfield)

4.00 – 4.30 p.m.
Coffee Break

4.30 – 5.15 p.m. (Production and Dissemination)
Female S8-Culture, Heide Schlüpmann (Goethe Universität, 
Kinothek Asta Nielsen), Karola Gramann (Kinothek Asta Nielsen, 
Frankfurt am Main)

7.30 p.m.
Dinner 
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9.30 – 10.15 a.m. (Bodies and Spaces)
Stocking Shots. Texture and Fabric in Textile Makers’ 
Private Films, Linda Waack (International Research Institute 
for Cultural Technologies and Media Philosophy, Bauhaus-Uni-
versity Weimar)

10.15 – 11.00 a.m. (Bodies and Spaces)
The Amateur Film and the Trip to the Zoo, Karen Lury (Thea-
tre, Film and Television Studies, University of Glasgow)

11.00 – 11.30 a.m.
Coffee Break

11.30 – 12.15 a.m. (Politics and History)
Hobbyists with an Imperial Mission and their Colonial 
Amateur Films: 1900-1970, Annamaria Motrescu-Mayes (Cen-
tre of South Asian Studies, University of Cambridge)

12.15 – 1.00 p.m. (Politics and History)
Patriotic Projections: National Self-Conceptions in Swedish 
Amateur Films and Small-Gauge Yearbooks, Mats Jönsson 
(Centre for Languages and Literature, Lund University)

1.00 – 2.30 p.m. 
Lunch Break

2.30 – 3.15 p.m. (Technology and Aesthetics)
Tripod or No Tripod? – Towards a Media Archeology of the 
Basic Cinematic Apparatus of the Amateur Film, Alexandra 
Schneider (Media Studies, University of Amsterdam)

3.15 – 4.00 p.m. (Technology and Aesthetics)
How to Make a Movie: Early Manuals for Amateurs, Ingo 
Zechner (Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for History and Society, 
Austrian Film Museum, Vienna)

4.00 – 4.30 p.m.
Coffee Break

4.30 – 5.15 p.m.
Discussion of the planned publication
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Organisers
Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for History and Society
Austrian Film Museum
Austrian Museum of Folk Life and Folk Art 

An event within the FWF project P 23093-G21, »Amateur Film Archeology«
Bilder © Austrian Film Museum

 

Conference venue
Österreichisches Museum für Volkskunde
Laudongasse 15-19, 1080 Vienna  
google maps link

http://maps.google.at/maps?hl=de&q=Laudongasse+15-19&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.r_qf.&bvm=bv.42080656,d.Yms&biw=1431&bih=802&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl

